
Opinion: Nipsey Hussle motivated
many from rappers to Eritrean-
Americans

 

Rapper Nipsey Hussle attends Craft Syndicate's music collaboration unveiling event at the Opera Atlanta nightclub on
December 10, 2018, in Atlanta, Georgia. Photo by: Prince Williams/Getty Images 

I sat on the plane fighting tears. I looked at my phone as the text messages were
delivered. Then I looked down at the Eritrean baseball jersey I was wearing. I was
in complete shock.

Nipsey Hussle had died.

He was known as a by-product of Crenshaw, a neighborhood in South Los
Angeles, California, through his gang connections, his lyrical substance and his
community efforts. Los Angeles is called L.A. for short. L.A. and the hip-hop
community are grieving his tragic death.
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Hussle was killed in front of his store, the Marathon Clothing, on March 31.
Meanwhile, the Eritrean community is grieving the loss of our brother, too.

Father Told Him Stories About Eritrea

That's because the Grammy-nominated rapper was also a by-product of Eritrea. It
is a small East African country of about 5 million people. Hussle, born Ermias
Asghedom, was connected to Eritrea through his father, Dawit Asghedom, who
spent his first 20 years there and would tell his son stories about the country's
history.

Eritrea was annexed by Ethiopia in 1962. When a country is annexed it is added
to another country without its permission. It spent the next three decades fighting
for independence. Although Ethiopia received support from the United States and
the Soviet Union, which is now Russia, Eritrea prevailed in 1991. The victory still
serves as a badge of honor for Eritreans, instilling a mentality of self-sufficiency
and willpower that Hussle drew inspiration from.

"Doing It The Long Way"

"From being outnumbered and being against superpowers, to coming out
victorious and being self-sufficient after the fact and independent in a country
that believes in self-sufficiency and building from scratch," Hussle said last year
on Eritrean TV. "It's similar to what I stand for in music by taking the stairs and
doing it the long way."

Hussle took his first trip to Eritrea in 2004, when he stayed for three months,
and described it as life-altering. He went back again last year after releasing his
Grammy-nominated album "Victory Lap."

"A lot of who I am, I understood more once I went over [to Eritrea]," Hussle said
last year. "Who I thought I was naturally, parts of my personality and what I was
interested in is connected to my dad's side."

Face Of An Invisible Country

For Eritrean-Americans, Hussle became our flag bearer. He was the face of an
invisible country with little representation in mainstream U.S. media. Eritrea is
constantly in the shadow of Ethiopia because of similar cultures and traditions.
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He was the connective tissue that touched every Eritrean American subgroup,
from the street hustlers influenced by their environments, to the social workers
trying to improve their communities, to the entertainers seeking to be heard.

Hussle used the comparison of a marathon in his music and clothing brand to
illustrate his growth as an independent artist and businessperson over the past 14
years. The comparison is fitting since so many world-class long-distance runners
come from Eritrea. 

Hussle's music served as the soundtrack for Eritreans burdened by the dangerous
journey their parents made to the United States, grinding to make sure that
sacrifice doesn't die in vain. He made us believe we could make it out of low-
income housing. He inspired us to succeed in a capitalistic country that far too
often rewards privilege over work ethic.

"He inspired us all," said Eritrean-American NFL player Nat Berhe, who grew up
in California. "I started listening to Nipsey when I was a freshman in college. That
alone motivated me to finish college. I'm hurt by it. I think he meant the utmost to
the Eritrean community."

Although many of us arrived in this country poor and with little to no education,
Hussle loved us. He unapologetically spoke about us.

Tiffany Haddish is a fellow Eritrean-American. The actress grew up in L.A., and
wore an Eritrean zuria dress at the 2018 Academy Awards to honor her Eritrean
father. I had asked Hussle about Haddish's gesture.

"I was proud and inspired by that," Hussle said. "I thought that was dope and how
she made that a part of her narrative and just repping where she comes from with
pride. Our country is such a small country, and it's so underrepresented in the
world."

Hussle and Haddish would be honored that summer, along with Berhe, during the
Eritrean Festival in Washington, D.C., home to the largest Eritrean community in
the United States.

Somebody Really Important

"I felt like I was with Malcolm X," Berhe said about Hussle. "You just got that
feeling that he was just somebody really important."
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When I think of Hussle, I'll remember the 2016 Eritrean soccer tournament in
Atlanta, Georgia. His performance was packed and everyone was soaked in sweat
because the air conditioner broke on a humid July night, but we still rapped every
word with him.

I'll remember the first time I met Hussle at the 2018 NBA All-Star Game in L.A.
For once, I wasn't the only Eritrean in the room. I'll remember how his face lit up
when I told him I was Eritrean.

This past week, more than 40 services in his memory were organized
worldwide. Hussle died at 33, leaving a massive hole in our community that won't
be replaced. Still, we will continue the marathon. 

Master Tesfatsion is a sports writer who has covered the NFL's Washington
football team and the Minnesota Vikings.
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Quiz

1 Which section from the article BEST explains why Hussle was popular in the Eritrean community?

(A) "Father Told Him Stories About Eritrea"

(B) "Doing It The Long Way"

(C) "Face Of An Invisible Country"

(D) "Somebody Really Important"

2 Read the selection from the section "Doing It The Long Way." 

"From being outnumbered and being against superpowers, to coming out
victorious and being self-sufficient after the fact and independent in a
country that believes in self-sufficiency and building from scratch," Hussle
said last year on Eritrean TV. "It's similar to what I stand for in music by
taking the stairs and doing it the long way."

What conclusion is BEST supported by the paragraph above?

(A) Hussle thought it was important as a musician to become one of the
superpowers.

(B) Hussle thought that it was important for him as a musician to take a long time to
do things.

(C) Hussle thought that his struggle as a musician was similar to Eritrea's struggle
to be independent.

(D) Hussle thought he still had a long way to go in terms of being an accomplished
musician.
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3 Read the following sentences from the article:

1. Although Ethiopia received support from the United States and the
Soviet Union, which is now Russia, Eritrea prevailed in 1991.

2. "A lot of who I am, I understood more once I went over [to Eritrea],"
Hussle said last year. 

3. "He inspired us all," said Eritrean American NFL player Nat Berhe,
who grew up in California. 

4. When I think of Hussle, I'll remember the 2016 Eritrean soccer
tournament in Atlanta, Georgia.

Which two sentences include central ideas of the article?

(A) 1 and 2

(B) 2 and 3

(C) 3 and 4

(D) 4 and 1

4 Which statement would be MOST important to include in a summary of the article?

(A) Nipsy Hussle motivated some Eritreans to finish college.

(B) Nipsy Hussle received a Grammy nomination for one of his albums.

(C) Nipsy Hussle was a rapper who also owned a clothing store.

(D) Nipsy Hussle considered his first trip to Eritrea to be life-altering.
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Answer Key

1 Which section from the article BEST explains why Hussle was popular in the Eritrean community?

(A) "Father Told Him Stories About Eritrea"

(B) "Doing It The Long Way"

(C) "Face Of An Invisible Country"

(D) "Somebody Really Important"

2 Read the selection from the section "Doing It The Long Way." 

"From being outnumbered and being against superpowers, to coming out
victorious and being self-sufficient after the fact and independent in a
country that believes in self-sufficiency and building from scratch," Hussle
said last year on Eritrean TV. "It's similar to what I stand for in music by
taking the stairs and doing it the long way."

What conclusion is BEST supported by the paragraph above?

(A) Hussle thought it was important as a musician to become one of the
superpowers.

(B) Hussle thought that it was important for him as a musician to take a long time to
do things.

(C) Hussle thought that his struggle as a musician was similar to Eritrea's
struggle to be independent.

(D) Hussle thought he still had a long way to go in terms of being an accomplished
musician.
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3 Read the following sentences from the article:

1. Although Ethiopia received support from the United States and the
Soviet Union, which is now Russia, Eritrea prevailed in 1991.

2. "A lot of who I am, I understood more once I went over [to Eritrea],"
Hussle said last year. 

3. "He inspired us all," said Eritrean American NFL player Nat Berhe,
who grew up in California. 

4. When I think of Hussle, I'll remember the 2016 Eritrean soccer
tournament in Atlanta, Georgia.

Which two sentences include central ideas of the article?

(A) 1 and 2

(B) 2 and 3

(C) 3 and 4

(D) 4 and 1

4 Which statement would be MOST important to include in a summary of the article?

(A) Nipsy Hussle motivated some Eritreans to finish college.

(B) Nipsy Hussle received a Grammy nomination for one of his albums.

(C) Nipsy Hussle was a rapper who also owned a clothing store.

(D) Nipsy Hussle considered his first trip to Eritrea to be life-altering.
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